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used, but some other or others. Justin's quota-
tions have been placed side by side with the
corresponding passages from our Gospels, and we
are assured that O'Ur Gospels cannot be the
source of the quotations.

The case stands thus. We find in Justin a
mass of Gospel sayings in which slight verbal
variations from the text of our Gospels are very
frequent; while, on the other hand, any difference
in substance is hardly to be found. There is,
however, nothing extraordinary in this verbal
variation. Other Fathers, later than Justin,
who, without doubt, used our Gospels, are in-
accurate in their quotations. It is worth while,
on this topic, to cite the words of a writer, not
on the Canon, but on the " Textual Criticism of
the New Testament."

" A physical cause," writes Dr. Warfield (p. 74),
" lies at the bottom of much of the looseness of
patristic quotation. There were no handy
reference Bibles in those days, no concordances,
no indices; and books were dear, and not at all
times within reach. For brief quotations, memory
was necessarily relied on; and thus the habit of
depending on memory fixed itself. Even very
long quotations can often be but little trusted
in their details," etc.